So                                SCIENCE

spect it, encouraging me by the interest he showed
to do my best. The furious envy of Bandinello,
however, who kept always whispering in the
Duke's ears, had such effect that he made -him,
believe my first successes with a single figure or
two proved nothing; I should never be able to
put the whole large piece together, since I was
new to the craft, and his Excellency ought to
take good heed he did not throw his money away.
These insinuations operated so efficiently upon the
Duke's illustrious ears, that part of my allow-
ance for workpeople was withdrawn.

I now stayed at home, and went rarely to the
palace, labouring with great diligence to com-
plete my statue. I had to pay the workmen out
of my own pocket; for the Duke, after giving
Lattanzio Gorini orders to discharge their wages,
at the end of about eighteen months, grew tired,
and withdrew this subsidy. I asked Lattanzio
why he did not pay me as usual. The man' re-
plied, gesticulating with those spidery hands of
his, in a shrill gnat's voice: "Why do not you
finish your work? One thinks that you will
never get it done." In a rage I up and answered:
"May the plague catch you and all who dare to-
think I shall not finish it!"

So I went home with despair at heart to my
unlucky Perseus, not without weeping, when I
remembered the prosperity I had abandoned in
Paris under the patronage of that marvellous King